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Buckley’s “Why Don’t We Complain”

Tone Word_s:

Mood Words:

Important Terms:

Tone in literature tells us how the
author thinks about his or her
subject. The author's style
conveys the tone in literature.
Tone is the author's attitude
toward story and readers.

Mood is the effect of the writer's
words on the reader. Mood is
how the writer’s words make us
feel.

Adapted from;

http://www.mrsperkins.co
m/files/stanley.doc

2006, Helen Teague for OOPS: Our Overnight Planning System, http://400ps.com




Name Score
Class Date A. P. English Lang. and Comp.

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY JR.
Why Don't We Complain

SUGGESTED APPROACHES

“Why Don't We Complain?” presents an easy-to-read argument on a familiar topic that should ap-
peal to our students. The essay can be viewed as a model argument that moves deductively from a
particular experience to generalizations and claims about broad issues. Students might discuss
Buckley’s use of that rhetorical process. Surely some may regard his general conclusions as too
sweeping or too broad; others will doubtless agree with them.

The teacher might begin by having the class read the first three paragraphs, in which the
speaker relates his experience aboard the train. In their notes, students would write a brief para-
graph about a similar uncomfortable experience they have had. They would then read through
paragraph 8, at which point they would stop and identify Buckley’s argument. An excellent
method to deduce Buckley's rationale is Stephen Toulmin’s model for argument analysis (see
Appendix).

Once students know the Toulmin model, they will be familiar with the following sentence
construction: Because —, therefore ___  since_________. In analyzing an argu-
ment, they would fill in the first blank with the data or support, the second with the assertion, or
claim, and the third with what Toulmin calls the warrant. A warrant—usually tacit—is the as-
swuplion necessarily shared by the speaker, or writer, and the audience that establishes the logical
connection between the data and the claim. With this formula, a claim seems like not merely an
nssertinn but rather a logical conclusion. Toulmin’s model is applied quite simply: Because such an
approach helps students understand the elements of argument, therefore it is a valuable pedagog-
1cal technique, since greater understanding among our students is a desirable quality. We see here,
of course, that our support is actually a claim. Teachers and their students may test that claim in

class.

After discussing Buckley’s claims through paragraph 8, the class would continue to read
through paragrapl 10, discussiug Lis reluctance Lo cowplain, lis subseyuenl tesululivu W0 du su
and irs dronic couclusion al (e ska-repa shiop, Buckley's anecdotes serve to support his conclud
ing claim about Amecricans’ pasaivity.

QUESTIONS ON RHETORIC AND STYLE
1. Buckley begins his essay with a specific example before he identifies his topic or states his
thesis. What is the effect of such an approach?
2.  Does Buckley’s method at the beginning appeal more to ethos, logos, or pathos? Explain.
3. Note Buckley’s diction. What is the effect of “virile” in paragraph 2? Of “freemen” in para-
graph 3?
4. Explaln the rherorienl funetlon of paragraph 4.
5. Usiug the “because, therefore, since” format, write statements of the clalms made in para-
graph 8.
6. Note the parallel structures Buckley uses to formulate his claims in paragraph 8. Explain the
effect.
7. Explain the purpose and effect of the phrase “in sharp focus” in paragraph 8.
8. What is the purpose of the statement “Strike that last sentence” in paragraph 10?
. What purpose is served by the ironic incident related in paragraphs 13-17?
10.  Write statements of the claims Buckley makes in paragraphs 19 and 20. Use the “because,
therefore, since” format.



MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

These multiple-choice questions refer to paragraphs 1-9 of the essay.

1.

In the first three paragraphs, Buckley pres-
ents all of the following contrasts EXCEPT
inside and outside

present and past

assertiveness and complacency
discomfort and comfort

action and submission

©po o

Which of the following words from para-
graphs 1 and 2 is intended to be ironic?

a. resentful

b. doleful

c. freemen

d. dehydration
e. stupor

Which of the following describes the or-

ganizational method of the passage?

a. movement fromgeneral principles to
specific examples

b. development of qualifications to un-
derlying assumiptions

¢. movement from specific examples to
general conclusion

d. presentation of argument and counter-
argument

e. progress from descriptive narration
v detalled exposition

Paragraph 7 serves which of the following

rhetorical functions?

T. Tt draws a connection between the
two examples given in the preceding
paragraphs.

II. It provides possible solutions to some
of the complaints raised in earlier
paragraphs.

III. Tt presents factual information as
support for the claims made in pre-
vious paragraphs.

a. Touly

b. Il only

o T and IT vudy
d. Iand I only
e. I II, and ITT

Paragraph 8 concludes with a tone of
admonition

ambiguity

uncertainty

disappointment

encouragement

® oo p

4.

Paragraph 4 serves which of the following
rhetorical functions?

I. It provides a transition between the
specific arguments in the para-
graphs before and after it.

II. It qualifies and challenges a position
developed in the previous paragraph.

III. It extends the example of previous para-
graph to a more general application.

a. Ionly

b. I only.

c. IandII only
d. Iand IOIonly
e. I II, and.III

The writer uses each of the following ExcepT
anecdotal narration

personal experience

specific observation

statement of opinion

expert testimony

®poop

The final phrase of paragraph 8, “—in
sharp focus,” derives its power from
which ot the tollowing?
I It provides a linguistic connection to
an event related earlier.
II. It emphasizes the importance of the
" action enjoined.
Lil. It provides transition to the ideas in-
lroduced in the nexl paragrapkh.

a. Tonly

b. II only

¢ Taud IT uuly
d. IandIII only
o IT undl TIT uuly



